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Dr. John J. Craighead, Missoula, a faculty member at the University of Montana and 
Leader of the Montana Cooperative Wildlife Research Unit at UM since November 1952, will 
retire from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service on Friday, Sept. 30. 
Craighead, who has done extensive work on grizzly bears, elk, Canadian geese, birds 
of prey and wild river classifications, will continue to serve UM as a faculty affiliate, 
and he plans to continue research work on bears and to work for better wildlife management. 
As a professor of forestry and zoology at UM Craighead has served as faculty adviser 
for many UM graduate students. Many of those students are now conducting wildlife research 
throughout North America. 
Pennsylvania State University, University Park, awarded Craighead the bachelor of 
arts degree in science in 1939. He went on to receive the master of science degree in 
ecology and wildlife management in 1940 and the doctor of philosophy degree in 
vertebrate ecology in 1950 at the University of Michigan, Ann Arbor. 
In 1970, Penn State named Craighead recipient of the Distinguised Alumnus Award, 
and he was selected as an Alumni Fellow by the school in 1973. 
The Northwest Section of the Wildlife Society presented the Einarsen Award to 
Craighead last February for his wildlife- and wilderness-related work. 
Craighead and his twin brother, Dr. Frank C. Craighead, president of the 
Environmental Research Institute, Moose, Wyo., pioneered radio tracking of large mammals 
and the use of satellites in radio tracking and monitoring large animals in a free-ro~ming 
state. Dr. Frank C. Craighead is adjunct professor of biology at the State University of 
New York, Albany. 
-more-
JOHN J. CRAIGHEAD RETIRES FRIDAY--page 2 
The Craighead brothers have conducted extensive studies of grizzly bears in 
Yellowstone National Park and the Bob Marshall Wilderness Area, which is located in 
northwest Montana. Dr. John J. Craighead is credited with mapping via satellite the 
gri~zly bear habitat in the Lincoln-Scapegoat Wilderness Area, 75 miles northeast of 
Missoula. 
In 1967, National Geographic filmed a TV documentary of the Craigheads' pioneering 
grizzly bear work and in 1969 filmed a documentary of their wild river work by 
accompanying them and their families down the Salmon River of Idaho. Or. John J. 
Craighead recently continued his river preservation work with two trips down the 
Colorado River to study the impact of recreational use on the river. 
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